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ELEPHANT SPECIES

THERE ARE 3 DIFFERENT SPECIES OF ELEPHANTS:

LARGEST LAND MAMMALS
JHAT ARE ELEPHANTS?

Elephants are the largest living
land mammals on earth — they

They are easily recognized by their long
frunks (elongated upper lip and nose),
pillar-zhaped legs, and huge head, with
wide, flat ears.

Elephants are grayish
tobrown in colour,
and their bady hair is

They are four-legged. sparse and coarse,
herbiverous and
extremely adaptable, -
There are 3 different

@ They are found most often in savannas, grasslands, and forests but
occupy a wide range of habitats, including deserts, swamps, and
highlands in tropical and subtropical regicns in both Africa and Asia.

@ Only one hundred years ago, there were 10 million African elephants
inhabiting the African continent. By 2016, however, their numbers were reduced
to only about 450,000.

Lu

belong fo the family Elephantidae. |

AFRICAN SAVANNAH ELEPHANT
Loxodontaafricana :
®The African Savanna elephanl weighs

up to 7,000 kg and stands 3.5 o 4
metres at the shoulder.

® Adult bulls have wide rounded heads
compared to narrow pointed heads of
female elephants.

®They have long curved fusks.

AFRICAN FOREST ELEPHANT
Loxodontacyclofis H

®Forest elephants live in rainforests,
and were recognized as a separate
species in 2021, They are slightly
smaller than Savanna elephants and
rarely larger than 5,000 kg

® They have slender, downward-
peinting tusks and rounder ears
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ASIAN ELEPHANT

Elephas maximus
®The Asian elephant includes three
subspecies: the Indian, or mainland :
(E. maximus indicus), the Sumatran (E.

maximus sumatranus), and the

I SriLankan (E. maximus maximus).
I ® They weigh about 4,000 kgand have, a
| shoulder height of up to 3 mefres.
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