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Understanding the life cycle of the Varroa mite
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The queen is the Worker bees often carry Varroa mites A few days later, the mites lay To feed its offspring, the mother mite

largest in the beehive. with them into the hive. Despite being the first eggs. The first to hatch pierces a feeding hole in the bee pupa

She lays up to 2,000 deaf and blind, these mites can find their is always a male. It is followed by which has developed in the meantime.

eggs per day in the ways to the brood chambers thanks to up to five more eggs from which Before the bee hatches, the mites

brood cells. their olfactory sense and numerous fine fermale mites hatch. mate again — during the bee season,
sensory hairs on the legs. Shortly before the Varroa population in a hive can
the workers cap the brood cells, the double every four weeks.

female mites slip unnoticed into the cells
with the bee larvae,

By the time the bee hatches, it is already severely diseased
and weakened, because mites also transmit dangerous
viruses such as Deformed Wing Virus, for which there is still
no effective treatment available. As well as the bee brood,
Varroa can also infest adult bees.
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