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Overshooting tip

Winds at higher altitudes move faster and in a different direction Mesocyclone
than winds at lower altitudes. This is called wind shear. As a result, gqtat'lﬂg Updraft
the storm will begin to tilt and rotate.

Warm, wet air gets pulled upward and forms a funnel. At the same
time, cooler air falls toward the ground. This helps concentrate the
funnel’s rotation and brings it closer to the ground.

If the funnel reaches the ground, it becomes a tornado.
Scientists don't know why some funnels reach the
ground and others don't.

Tornado Categories

After a tornado has hit, experts assess the damage and rate the tornado’s
strength according to the Enhanced Fujita Scale.
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