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SOLAR FLARE: an enormous explosion on the surface of the sun that
occurs when a buildup of magnetic energy in the sun's atmosphere is suddenly
released. Flares ocour near sunspots, on the dividing line between areas of
opposite magnetic polarity.

Giant by
comparison

At BBS,000 miles across
fé]:gNAL MASS EJECTION (1,391,400 km), the

sun is nearly 110
times the diameter
of Earth.

a huge bubble of gas erupting from the
sun over the course of several hours. At
the maximum point of the solar cycle

there can be two or three CMEs per day.

A SUNSPOT: an area on the sun's
§ surface that appears dark because it is
= cooler than the surrounding areas.
Sunspots are regions where the local
§ magnetic field is very strong. The spots
usually appear in pairs.
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