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Inside Planet VENUS

Venus is often visible to
the naked eye in the
morning and evening
sky. It has often been
called Earth's "twin"
because of its

similar size, but
space probes have
discovered that

the environment
there is actually

quite inhospitable.

THICK ATMOSPHERE
96.5% carbon dioxide,
3.5% nitrogen plus
trace gases

GRAVITY 0.9

OF EARTH SURFACE CONDITION

AIR PRESSURE: 90x Earth
TEMPERATURE: 870°F (465°C)
WINDS: up to 220 mph (100 m/s)
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The surface of Venus photographed by
a Russian probe in 1982
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METAL CORE It is not known if
Venus' core is solid. Unlike Earth,
Venus' weak magnetic field is not
produced by a dynamo in the core.

Venus, 7,520 mi (12,100 km) in diameter,
is slightly smaller than Earth
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