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Coral Reefs =

(Rainforests of the seas) g

»
About Hard Corals vs Soft Corals
# Large underwater structures — made of # Hard Corals - Rigid skeleton made
skeletons of colonial marine invertebrates of CaCO, - reef-building corals
‘coral’ — individually called polyp # Soft Corals - Non reef-building

# Symbiotic Relationship with algae
‘zooxanthellae’ (responsible for beautiful
colours of corals)

# Support over 25% of marine biodiversity

Great Barrier Reef (Australia)

# Largest Coral Reef in the World
# World Heritage Site (1981)
# Endures Mass Coral Bleaching

Corals in India G Significance
o
# Present in the areas of Gulf of b # Coral reefs protect coastlines from
Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Andaman storms/erosion, provide jobs, offer
& Nicobar, Lakshadweep Islands opportunities for recreation
 andMalvan = ¥Source of food/medicines

Threats
AS ,.*‘“ bti 1AS mrﬁ[ﬁhtll
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° maa%ma%ﬁﬁaﬂ?%wwzﬁ T SR RIRH’ BT AR FHIh SRR AT TR ARHRT A BT, SR
ma%ﬂéqﬁamﬂﬁqmmsmaﬁsmsﬂﬁsﬁwdcﬂdMHwaWEFrtFrqﬂm?|
o ST T+ TeR i YUIeIh PR, aﬁwﬁﬁwmmﬁ?waﬂwmm@mmmmﬁ
, ST+ Tl et it STaeIeh & |
. ammﬁaﬁaﬁﬂﬁwaﬂméﬂ
o <Ry e a8 RN SigETRe e RISl Y arefpem oTH U e SERRY e e | SRS IR B
SAfehT 1 ARATT HRAT |
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D AHRITT DR Faell & R I SRH(P anenatt | Afdest & 7eg Hx vl 2 |
n‘\q:q'r'\gamafrmw
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