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(‘hina ] De'u:ulr objections, Beipng's Belt and Road Initiative — which aims. to create a network of ports, bridges
and radl Lanes linksng China with Africa and Ewnope - is chugging along. But some countries have voiced
HICk_" mu concermns over the progect, while cracks have started to appear in the programme in variows nations

The Belt and Road Initiative is an umbella term for
mostly Ching-financed and usually China-buslt projects
in more than 60 countries. Graphic shows maritime and

overland trade routes under the progect

= The initiatrve has nan
into scemee roadiblocks

i thee paist year, &5 the
Chinese econceny cooled
ard the LS, and others

- acoued Bepng of saddling
developing Countres
withi 100 much debt
Some countries, includeng
Thadland, Tanzania, S
Lanka and Nepal, have
scrapped, scaled back or

complaints that they are
too costly and grve too Little
work to local contracton
+ Larst year, Malaysian
P Mohaemad cancelled
projects, including a 520
Enillicrt Failwery, bt S Fis
country cannot affond
And im 2017, Sei Lanka
sold comtrol of its port of
Hambanitota after fallng
behind in repaying §1.5
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= Ching warys some 150
Countries have Sgnid

Bielt aned Rabd -relatisd
agresments wnce the
prograememe’s Lunch mone
Ehan fro yar 390

= China's oMficial position i
that it is solety an econcenic
indtiative with no political
motrees. Pregident X6
Janparg 1aed in 3 speech Late
Last year that Ching would

Billicn in lowans from Beying

never ek hegemony

+ Some Countries, intluding
the LS., Japan and India,
worry that Beiing is trying
o build a China-centered
sphere of influence that
ol underrmene [ own
swary, pullang developng
nation into so-called “debt
trapd” that would give Ching
EVEN-MIOne CoNTrol oner
Rhair LeemilOnies
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