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As South Lhonak glacier
continued to retreat
amid global warming by
another 400 m between
2008 and 2019, lakes
only grew

Glacial lake outburst
flood (Glof) like disaster
was waiting to happen
Trigger could be
anything from
cloudburst to

landslide, avalanche or
earthquake

.
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Mitigation Steps

First field expedition of glacial

lake conducted in August 2014,
followed by another in

2016 which resulted in a
project to start siphoning

off lake water

Three Early warning
pipelines system was
were installed setinplace in
to siphon off some locations
150 mlitres by Centre for
of water per Development
second at of Advanced
that time Computing
Central Water Commission
initiated an advisory to evaluate
the South Lhonak glacier

Himalayan Problem
Problem of receding
glaciers and the spectre
of Glof devastation faces
the entire Himalayan
region as global warming
provides new triggers in

the young gi-_
mountain T
ranges gﬁﬂ

Add to that the build-

up of infrastructure,
habitation, road networks
and hydropower plants

A 2021 study warned
that ‘both the existing
and plasyss; hydropower
nla :45;: Xposed to
putemial outburst floods
I_‘rnln glacial lakes'
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