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Exotic agents that pose a high risk of
aerosol-transmitted laboratory infections and life-threatening
disease that is frequently fatal, for which there are no vaccines or treatments.

Examples: Ebola virus, smallpox virus

Indigenous or exotic microbes that may
cause serious or potentially lethal disease via inhalation.
Examples: tuberculosis, SARS-CoV-2,

highly pathogenic avian influenza, plague (Yersinia pestis)

Microbes pose moderate potential
hazard to personnel and the environment.

Examples: herpes simplex,
common cold viruses [RSV, rhinoviruses), salmonella

Microbes not known to consistently cause
disease in immunocompetent adult humans,

of minimal potential hazard to laboratory personnel
and the environment.

Examples: skin bacteria, yeast
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