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Understanding the

TYPES OF

GROUND FIRES

Fueled by buried, dead vegetation such as peat

Move slowly underground, but can ignite surface
fires

Difficult to extinguish if fuel is abundant

Can last for months or even years

SURFACE FIRES

Fueled by surface detritus, such as fallen leaves,
twigs & dry vegetation

Generally the easiest to extinguish

CROWN FIRES

Burn in the tree canopy

Most dangerous type of wildfire, burning
extremely hot & often spreading rapidly
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More than 62% of Indian states are prone to high-intensity forest fire events (2000-19)
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Source: Authaors’ analysis
Note: The base map shapefile is based on India's 2011 Census and, therefore, does not represent current states / UTs boundaries.
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