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No reason to worry

Minimal public doses underscore the safe operation of Indian nuclear power plants

» Radiological data of 20
years (2000-2020) from
six Indian nuclear power
plants were analysed; for
the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Station, the data
were from 2013 to 2020

m The study focussed only
on the concentrations

of fission products

and neutron-activated
nuclides values within 5
km of each nuclear plant;
the monitored values
were “insignificant”
beyond 5 km radius

m Fission product noble gases, Argon 41, radioiodine, particulate
radionuclides —cobalt-60, strontium-90, caesium-137 — and tritium
released as gaseous waste were studied

m The liquid
discharge consists
of fission product
radionuclides

— radioiodine,
tritium, strontium
-90, caesium-

137 —and
activation
products like
cobalt-60

® |n air particulates, the average radionuclides
and the average iodine-131 activity
concentration were below 1 mBq per cubic
metre. For caesium-137 and strontium-90,

the average concentrations were below

10 mBq per cubic metre

® |n rivers and lakes, caesium-137 and
strontium-90 concentrations were below 5 mBq
per litre; the concentration was less than 50 mBq
per litre in sea water near the nuclear plants
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