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TAIWAN. WHERE?
Earlierknown as Formosa, Taiwan is a tiny island off the east
coast of China, separated from mainland China by the Taiwan
Strait. It's part of what's called the “firstisland chain” —a
string of islands nations/territories, including Japan, South
Korea and Philippines that are seenas pro-US
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WHATISTHETUSSLE ABOUT?

While China, the People's Republic of China (PRC), sees Taiwan
asa breakaway province, Taiwan, officially the Republic of China
(RoC), seesitself as independent, and has stood firm against
China’s “reunification” goal. Only 15 countries, most of them
smallisland nations, recognise Taiwan

THEUS POSITION

While the US maintains ties with
Taipei, and sells weapons toiit, it
officially subscribes to PRC’s “One
ChinaPolicy” —where Taiwandoes
notexist as a separate entity. This
position is premised on Beijing not
invading Taiwan. Itis thisdelicate
diplomatic balance that Pelosi’s
visit may have disturbed
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WORSENINGTIES

On October1, 2021, during the 72nd anniversary celebrations of
the PRC, China flew over 100 fighter jetsinto Taiwan’s air
defence identification zone, setting off alarm bells. Every spike in
China-Taiwan tensions worsens the already strained US-China
relationship

INDIA'S POSITION

India does not have formal diplomatic
tieswith Taiwanyet as it subscribes
tothe One Chinapolicy. But asits ties
with Chinahave comeunder stress of
late, Indiahas been playingupits
relationshipwith Taiwan
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